THE INFORMER'S PRIVILEGE 



The purpose of the privilege is the further- 
ance and protection of the public interest in 
effective law enforcement. The privilege rec- 
ognizes the obligation of citizens to communi- 
cate their knowledge of the commission of crimes 
to law enforcement officials and, by preserving 
their anonymity, encourages them to perform that 
obligation. Roviaro v. United States , 353 U. S. 
53 (1957) at 59. 

The scope of the privilege is limited by 
its underlying purpose. 1 hut* . wnorc tr/.- i f 
uur? of the contents of a communion tier; v.-j.l.:. 
not tend to r oveal the identity oi on xr*forr.er, 
the contents am not privileged. Likewise, or.cn 
the identity of the informer ha* been iisplcsm 
to thorn who v;ould have cause to resent t.- e 
communication , the privilege is nr. longer appli- 
cable . Roviaro v. United States , 355 U. S. 53 
at 60. 



